FAQ’s Concrete Sealing
1.  Will this service prevent my concrete surface from cracking?

No, not necessarily.  Concrete surfaces crack or chip due to many causes such as abrasions from heavy objects, earth settling and shifting, poor concrete composition, poor finishing, excessive water content, or absorption of high concentrations of salts.  Concrete surfaces fail most often due to what is underneath or within the concrete and not necessarily what is applied on top.

2.  What are the benefits of concrete sealing?

The top benefit of concrete sealing is making the surface water repellant.  Excessive water is the most frequent culprit of concrete failure.  Other benefits include a cleaner look, stain resistance, and a less absorbent surface.

3.  My concrete surface is several years old.  How can concrete sealing help?

Any surface or object that is completely exposed to Mother Nature will deteriorate.  The question is how fast?  Old concrete will appear years newer after a professional cleaning and concrete sealing will prolong its useful life.

4.  There is an old oil stain on my driveway.  Can concrete sealing make that stain go away?

Unfortunately, the stain is likely permanent.  However, the stain can be chemically treated to break its impermeable layer and then professionally cleaned to reduce discoloration.  Concrete sealing enhances a surface to be resistant to both water and solvents.  After applying a sealer coat that oil stain is most likely to be the ONLY oil stain on your driveway.

5.  What will my walkway look like after a sealing coat has been applied?

Your walkway will appear cleaner.  There will be a sheen (low sheen to glossy wet look depending on preference) and it will slightly darken.  This darkening is called ‘ambering’ or an ‘ambered’ effect.  You may see color variations within the concrete, especially on concrete poured in the winter that included calcium additives.  You will definitely see a difference between  sealed and non-sealed concrete.  
6. After the sealer coating has cured what is the best way to maintain my patio?  

The best way to maintain your patio is to broom sweep it often.  Dirt and lawn clippings are harmless , but any solvent spill should be immediately cleaned and the surface rinsed with water. Be especially careful of spilled gasoline or hot cooking oils as they can react and diminish the coating’s protective properties.  In the winter keep your patio clear of snow since accumulations of water can contribute to freeze cracks.

7.  How long will the sealer coating last?

This depends mostly on the weather, sun exposure, and how much traffic goes across the concrete.  No sealer coating is permanent after one application.  Contact a Magpie Coatings representative to arrange a regular maintenance program to ensure your concrete looks great and lasts longer!

8.  What other concrete options does Magpie Coatings offer?

We also do epoxy finishes with several color and finishing options.  Contact a Magpie Coatings representative to schedule a prompt and fair bid.
